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MAINE 

· Toni Wall, MPA

· Elijah Steward

RHODE ISLAND

· Gary Maslow, MD

· Michael Spoerri, LPT, MPH

KENTUCKY

· Eric Friedlander

· Lee Gordon

OHIO

· James Bryant, MD

· Kathy Bachmann

MAINE

Toni Wall, MPA, CSHN Program, Augusta, ME, 

toni.g.wall@maine.gov or toniwall@hrtw.org
Phone:  207-287-5350

Toni Wall is the Maine Title V CSHCN Director and Director of HRSA/MCHB’s Healthy & Ready to Work National Resource Center.  She has extensive experience serving as Project Director on state and federally-funded initiatives including the Maine Adolescent Transition Partnership and Maine Works for Youth! (Maine’s MCHB-funded HRTW Phase I and Phase II initiatives), statewide Traumatic Brain Injury projects, and the recently-funded MCHB Integrated Services Grant.  She supports Maine Family Voices, the Rural Medical Home Improvement Project, and the Family to Family Support Network.  She serves on a number of state and federal interdepartmental committees and boards and is the AMCHP representative to the National Initiative on Physical Fitness for Children and Youth with Disabilities. Under Ms. Wall’s leadership, Maine is credited with being the first state in the nation to have a Title V Youth Advisory Council as well as to have a youth with disabilities participate as a reviewer for the MCHB Block Grant.  She holds a BA in Environmental Science/Biology and a Masters in Public Administration.

Elijah Steward, Member, YEA-ME Youth Educators and Advocators of Maine

Elijah_steward@yahoo.com
189 Park  Ave, Portland, ME 04101     

YEA-ME http://www.ccids.umaine.edu/service/maineworks/yeame/ 

Elijah Steward is 25 years old and grew up in Bingham, Maine, a small, rural town in Western Maine. He was born with a condition called achromatopsia, which is an eye disorder resulting in legal blindness, color blindness, and extreme light sensitivity. He became involved with advocacy activities when he was a junior in high school. He  

attended youth leadership meetings and did presentations across Maine and the US. He graduated from Valley High School and attended the University of Maine in Orono, graduating with a degree in Kinesiology and Physical Education: health/fitness, with a concentration in outdoor education. He has recently completed training to become a masseur and is currently a personal trainer at a gym in Portland, Maine.  He also works for the Iris Network in their independent living program for young adults with visual impairments.  He enjoys staying active and here are some of his favorite pursuits, skiing, snowboarding, hiking, rock climbing, white water rafting and canoeing.

RHODE ISLAND

Gary Maslow, MD, Hasbro Children’s Hospital, Providence, RI

gmaslow@gmail.com 

www.hasbro-brown-talc.org 

Gary Maslow is originally from Port Washington, NY, attended college and medical school in Hanover, New Hampshire, at Dartmouth College and Dartmouth Medical School.  He is currently a resident in Pediatrics, Psychiatry and Child Psychiatry at Brown University Medical School in Providence, Rhode Island. He started doing work with children with chronic medical illnesses at Dartmouth Medical School through the Rural Health Scholars program working for a summer in Littleton, NH, collecting stories of families and then continued with medical anthropology research on diabetes summer camp. He also worked on a narrative therapy research project with the Steps Towards Adult Responsibility (STAR) program at Dartmouth which served as the model for TALC. As a pediatric resident, he received a CATCH grant from the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) to establish "The Adolescent Leadership Council of Hasbro Children's Hospital (TALC)," which brings together teens with chronic illness and Brown University student mentors also with chronic illness, as well as holding a Parent Council for parents to speak together. TALC has received the 2006 Anne E. Dyson Resident Advocacy Award from the AAP.

Michael Spoerri, LPT, MPH, Rhode Island Department of Health, Providence, RI

michael.spoerri@health.ri.gov
401-222-4616

Michael Spoerri is the Manager of the Rhode Island Disability and Health Program in the Title V CSHCN Office, Department of Health.  He manages two cooperative agreements with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  His current areas of focus include infusing the priorities of people with disabilities into all Health Department policies and programs, transition youth with disabilities from pediatric to adult health and social services, health and wellness of people with disabilities, emergency preparedness for special populations, and extensive statewide surveillance.  He also serves on a number of national and state committees and working groups.  Michael is a licensed physical therapist and has a Master of Public Health degree.  

KENTUCKY

Eric Friedlander, Executive Director, Commission for Children with Special Health Care Needs, Louisville, KY  

Eric.friedlander@ky.gov
502-595-4459 x 271 or 272  

http://chfs.ky.gov/ccshcn 

Eric Friedlander is a native of Kentucky with 21 years of experience in State Government:  Within the area of Health Services -  the Certificate of Need and State Health Plan; the Inspector General's Office - developing health care facility licensure standards; the Office of Program Support - responsible for Cabinet for Health Services budget, legislation, regulations, and assuring programmatic implementation.  Within the educational area he managed the statewide Family Resource and Youth Services Center initiative, a program responsible for coordinating health and social services within individual public schools.  He has been the Executive Director of the Commission for Children with Special Health Care Needs since 1999 and involved with promoting interagency collaborative transition services in the state.  He established the Commission's Youth Advisory Council in 2005 and the Parent Advisory Council in 2006. Eric is currently developing a statewide systemic response by the Commission for children in Foster Care.

Lee Gordon, BS, MPA, Transition Administrator
Lee.Gordon@ky.gov 

502- 595-4459 x 268

Lee Gordon has a bachelor’s of health science degree in health administration from the University of Kentucky and a master’s of public administration degree from Eastern Kentucky University.  Lee works for the Commission for Children with Special Health Care Needs where he is the Transition Administrator.  Lee works with children, adolescents, families, support groups, and service providers to help ensure that Kentucky children with disabilities have appropriate primary medical care and are prepared to successfully transition from school to work, from home to independent living and from pediatric to adult health care.  Prior to his employment with the Commission Lee was a nursing home administrator.  Lee is a quadriplegic as a result of a car accident that occurred when he was 18 years old.  He is married and the father of a four year old.  

OHIO

James Bryant, MD, Chief, Ohio Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps, Columbus, OH 

james.bryant@odh.ohio.gov  (614) 644-1106

Jim Bryant has been in private practice of Pediatrics since 1976. He has held many leadership positions at Dayton, Ohio Children's Medical Center including Chief of Staff from 1988 till 1990. He has also held leadership roles in the Ohio Chapter of the AAP, Montgomery County Medical Society and the Association for Maternal and Child Health Programs.  He was named Outstanding Pediatrician the Ohio Chapter of the AAP in 2005.  He is currently Bureau Chief and Medical Director for the Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps in the Ohio Department of Health. In this role, he is the Title 5 Children with Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN) Director for Ohio. He has held this position for over 10 years and continues to be involved in his private practice with a special emphasis on CSHCN.

Kathy Bachmann, Parent Consultant, Ohio Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps, Columbus, OH  

kathleen.bachmann@odh.ohio.gov
624-752-2930

Kathy Bachmann has been the Parent Consultant for BCMH for 13 years. Her daughter needed the support of Ohio's Title V program when she was an infant. She serves as a two-way conduit of information between parents and young adults and the systems designed to serve them. Her responsibilities include creation and nurturing of PAC (Parent Advisory Council) since 1995 and YAAC (Young Adult Advisory Council) since 2004.

Ohio websites for information:  

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital:  www.cincinnatichildrens.org/special-needs 

Ohio Legal Rights: http://www.olrs.ohio.gov/ASP/olrs_ChildrensIssues.asp 

Ohio Youth Leadership Forum: http://gcpd.ohio.gov/index.asp
 (614-644-3868), Tanya.Fernandez-Mote@odh.ohio.gov
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