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The National Youth Leadership Network (NYLN) is a youth-driven, youth-led organization.  We are a formal non-profit.  NYLN is made up of young leaders with disabilities.  We are from all over the United States and its territories. 
 
NYLN promotes youth leadership and education.  We teach young people how to advocate.  Our goal is to make sure that young people with disabilities know how to set and reach their own goals.
 
NYLN was awarded a grant through the W.K.Kellogg Foundation.  The grant is for $20,000 a year and it will last for five years.  These funds will allow NYLN to reach more rural communities, specifically.
 
The Kellogg Foundation started in 1930.  The organization supports children, families, and communities.  They help all children achieve success as individuals and as members of larger communities.  For more information about the Kellogg Foundation, visit www.wkkf.org.
 
“This grant is a great step for the Network,” said Stacey Milbern.  Stacey is the NYLN Governing Board President.  “The Kellogg Foundation gives us the opportunity to become more independent as an organization.  It also gives us the chance to participate in a team that is not disability-specific.  We will be able to reach a whole new community of people.  This team may not yet know about disability culture or disability pride.  Maybe they won’t know what disabled young people are able to do.  We have a chance to show people what youth power is all about, which is exactly why we are here!”
 
For more information, visit the National Youth Leadership Network at www.nyln.org.  You can also contact Betsy Valnes, NYLN Executive Director, at 1-866-480-6565 or bvalnes@tie.net.
 
