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Moderator

Toni G. Wall, MPA, is the Maine Title V CSHCN Director and Director of HRSA/MCHB’s Healthy & Ready to Work National Resource Center. She has extensive experience serving as Project Director on state and federally funded initiatives including the Maine Adolescent Transition Partnership and Maine Works for Youth! (Maine’s MCHB-funded HRTW Phase I and Phase II initiatives), statewide Traumatic Brain Injury projects, and the recently funded MCHB Integrated Services Grant. She supports Maine Family Voices, Partners in Chronic Care, and the Family to Family Support Network. She serves on a number of state and federal interdepartmental committees and boards. Under Ms. Wall’s leadership, Maine is credited with being the first state in the nation to have Title V Youth Advisory Council as well as to have a youth with disabilities participate as a reviewer for the MCHB Block Grant. She holds a BA in Environmental Science/Biology and a Masters in Public Administration.

Speakers

Stan Handmaker, MD, PhD, is Professor of Pediatrics and Psychiatry at the University of New Mexico (UNM) School of Medicine.  In the 30 years that Dr. Handmaker has been at UNM, he has worked in the field of developmental disabilities.  Currently, he is in charge of resident and medical student education in developmental disabilities in the UNM Department of Pediatrics.  He also sees patients both as a specialist in developmental pediatrics and as a primary care provider for children with special health care needs.  Dr. Handmaker works closely with schools to do what he can to assure that patients with ADHD and other developmental problems receive the services and supports they need.

Cecily L. Betz, Ph.D., RN, FAAN, serves as Director of Nursing Training and Director of Research at the University of Southern California’s University Center of Excellence in Developmental Disabilities, located at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. She has worked with ill children, adolescents, and families for more than 30 years in a variety of roles as a clinician, educator, administrator, and researcher. Her textbook, Pediatric Nursing Reference, is in its sixth edition. For the past 20 years she has served as Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Pediatric Nursing. She has published extensively on health care transition planning for adolescents with special health care needs and on issues related to pediatric nursing. Her most recent book, co-edited with Wendy Nehring, Ph.D., RN, FAAN, FAAIDD, is Promoting Health Care Transitions for Adolescents with Special Health Care Needs and Disabilities. She has been the principal investigator of a number of extramurally funded federal and state grants, including a HRTW Phase I grant. She is principal investigator of a South Los Angeles Youth and Young Adult Self-Determination Project, a youth information and referral center for youth and young adults with developmental disabilities funded by the Administration on Developmental Disabilities. In addition, she is testing a health care transition planning intervention funded by the National Institutes of Health. 

Beth Swedeen is involved in youth transition projects at the Waisman Center, Wisconsin’s University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities at UW-Madison. She has particular interests in person-centered planning, community asset-mapping, and inclusive school and community practices. As part of a federal research project on summer employment for students with significant disabilities and emotional/behavioral disabilities, she is responsible for recruiting interested schools, and working with school staff and families interested in project participation. She has helped develop resources, trainings and networks of support for youth, families and providers related to transition and acts as a liaison between Waisman Center and other statewide organizations working on transition. She has two teenaged daughters, one of whom has a developmental disability.

Bridget Via is the mother of four children, two of who have Special Health Care Needs.  She has been a strong advocate for children for the past 22 years.  She has worked at the New Mexico PTI, the University of New Mexico and Family Voices National.  Bridget has served on several Boards in New Mexico. Most recently the New Mexico State IDEA Advisory Council.  Bridget volunteers for Special Olympics and enjoys spending time with her family. Bridget received a Bachelor of Science degree from Eastern New Mexico University in 1987.

