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Speaker Contact Information and Bios
Moderator:   

Toni G. Wall, MPA, PI, HRTW National Resource Center; Director, Children with Special Health Needs Division of Family Health, Maine Department of Health & Human Services Augusta, ME     toni.g.wall@maine.gov  or toniwall@hrtw.org
Toni Wall is the Maine Title V CSHCN Director and Director of HRSA/MCHB’s Healthy & Ready to Work National Resource Center. She has extensive experience serving as Project Director on state and federally-funded initiatives including the Maine Adolescent Transition Partnership and Maine Works for Youth! (Maine’s MCHB-funded HRTW Phase I and Phase II initiatives), statewide Traumatic Brain Injury projects, and the Maine Integrated Services Grant.  She supports Maine Family Voices, the Rural Medical Home Improvement Project, and the Family to Family Support Network including the Family to Family Health Information Center. Under Ms. Wall’s leadership, Maine is credited with being the first state in the nation to have a Title V Youth Advisory Council as well as to have a youth with disabilities participate as a reviewer for the MCHB Block Grant. She holds a BA in Environmental Science/Biology and a Masters in Public Administration.

Speakers:

Richard Chapman, BA, Project Assistant, Florida Mental Health Institute, University of South Florida, rac@mail.usf.edu 
Richard Chapman is a master’s degree student at the University of South Florida in Tampa.  He is affiliated with the Florida Mental Health Institute, Department of Child and Family Studies.  He is interested in disability public policy affecting both developmental disabilities and individuals with behavioral healthcare needs.  He is a coordinator of a statewide disability rights organization that is advocating for individuals with disabilities at the legislative level.   
Hewitt B. Clark, PhD, BCBA, Director of the National Network on Youth Transition for Behavioral Health and Professor, Florida Mental Health Institute, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, University of South Florida, Division of Policy and Services Research and Evaluations, clark@fmhi.usf.edu 
Dr. Hewitt B. Clark, best known as “Rusty,” is the Director of the National Network on Youth Transition for Behavioral Health and is a Professor at the Florida Mental Health Institute, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, University of South Florida.  Dr. Clark has developed and researched various innovative programs and has published extensively, with 5 books and more than 125 professional publications to his credit.  He is the lead-editor of the book entitled: Transition of Youth and Young Adults with Emotional or Behavioral Difficulties: An Evidence-Supported Handbook.  His commitment to young people and their parents is reflected in his having them serve as co-authors for each of the chapters. 

Dr. Clark’s research interests and grants focus on evaluating the effectiveness of:  1) individualized planning and interventions for children and youth with emotional/behavioral difficulties and their biological/adoptive/foster families; and 2) preparation and facilitation of youth and young adults in their transition into employment/career, educational opportunities, and independent living.  Dr. Clark served as the Lead Guest Editor for an Special Issue on Transition to Adulthood Research, published in the Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research (October, 2008).  Dr. Clark is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst, serves on various boards for professional journals, and consults nationally and internationally. His PhD is from the University of Kansas.  When he is not conducting research and workshops, teaching, consulting, or developing programs on his topics of professional interest, he enjoys his avocations of sailing the Gulf of Mexico and other seas and photographing wildlife.  With his trip to the Antarctic where he observed the penguins and other wildlife of the region, he has now been on all seven continents of the of the world.  
Nicole Deschénes, BScN, MEd, Co-director of the National Network on Youth Transition and Faculty & Director of National Technical Assistance Center on Youth Transition, Florida Mental Health Institute, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, University of South Florida,  Division of Policy and Services Research and Evaluations,  deschene@fmhi.usf.edu  
Nicole Deschénes is the Co-director of the National Network on Youth Transition which dedicates itself in improving practice, systems and outcomes for youth and young adults with emotional and behavioral difficulties. Nicole is also a faculty member in the Department of Child and Family Studies, at the Louis de La Parte Florida Mental Health Institute in Tampa, Florida. She holds a bachelor degree in nursing from the Université de Moncton, Canada, and a master’s degree in Education from the University of New Brunswick, Canada.

Nicole has more than 30 years of experience as a community mental health nurse, educator, consultant and researcher. Throughout her career, Nicole has assisted local, national and international organizations in developing improved supports and services for individuals with emotional and or behavioral issues. She has learned from and consulted with a multitude of organizations addressing youth development, community development and the promotion of mental health. She has served on a variety of task forces in government and the nonprofit sectors and is the author or coauthor of various publications and reports. Her current interests and efforts focus on developing effective transition models for youth in transition.

Darcy Gruttadaro, JD,  Director of Child and Adolescent Action Center, National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), darcy@nami.org 
Under Darcy Gruttadaro’s direction, the Center focuses on building effective partnerships, addressing the needs of families and caregivers, and driving the debate in reforming the children’s mental health system.  Ms. Gruttadaro serves on many national task forces and coalitions, including the American Academy of Pediatrics Mental Health Task Force, and has been an advisor on multiple National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) research grant projects. 
Before joining NAMI in 2000, Ms. Gruttadaro worked as an independent legal advisor and policy analyst for the American Managed Behavioral Healthcare Association (AMBHA) and practiced law with the law firm of Harris, Beach & Wilcox.  She also served as a law clerk to the Honorable Kenneth R. Fisher in the U.S. District Court in the Western District of New York.  Ms. Gruttadaro earned her Juris Doctor degree from Western New England College School of Law and her Bachelor of Science degree from Clarkson University.
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