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NAMI’s Online Community/Social Networking Website for Transition-Age Youth
NAMI is developing an online community/social networking Web site for transition-age youth and young adults between the ages of 18 to 25. The Web site is designed for those living with a mental illness and those who want to learn more about mental health and how to support friends and/or family members living with a mental illness. 
The Web site will include information and resources on topics pertaining to the lives of transition-age youth and young adults, including:

· Advocacy

· College-Based Services and Accommodations

· Connection to Community Activities

· Employment

· Relationships

· Housing

· Independent Living, Social, and Coping Skills
· Supporting a Friend and/or Family Member with a Mental Illness

· Diagnosing and Treating Mental Illness
· Peer Support and Services

· Strategies for Overcoming Social Isolation

· Social Security and Other Benefit Programs
Equally important, the website will also have a social networking component to allow Web site users with shared interests and concerns, and those seeking information, to connect with one another and their local communities. The Web site will enable youth to create a profile and communicate with each other within a safe and secure environment. 
In order to ensure the development of an effective web community, NAMI surveyed over 250 transition-age youth to collect their input and feedback on what they want and need from an online community/social networking Web site. NAMI is working with an Expert Advisory Group of transition-age youth and young adults from across the country to guide our work throughout the development of the Web site. This group is providing ongoing guidance on the layout, design, content, and promotion of the Web site.
The Web site will be launched March 2010. For more information about this project, please contact Dana Markey, Child and Adolescent Program Coordinator, at danac@nami.org. 

We are extremely excited to develop this online community/social networking Web site that will better meet the unique needs of transition-age youth and young adults. Stay tuned for more details!
