Racing Team Members:
Trainer:
In addition having a through understanding of the sport of horse racing and horses, they must be a manager, coach, and salesman. They must set exercise schedules, find and schedule races with conditions that match their horse’s abilities; they must assemble the rest of the support team—grooms, exercise riders, blacksmiths, etc. Must have an in depth understanding of horse anatomy and physiology and be able to detect any physical problems that their horses experience; they must communicate with nutrition specialists and other equine health personnel to make sure horses are in their top conditions.  Accounting and business management skills are required to manage expenses, income, etc. 

Jockey:
Must have excellent riding skills and a thorough knowledge of horses; must interact with the trainer and take instructions on racing strategy; uses knowledge of the abilities of each horse, and the best tactics to use to win the race; after the race communicates with the trainer to inform of the horses performance and make suggestions.
Groom – Stablehand:  Maintains the stalls the horses live in, keeping them fed and watered and making sure their care is comfortable. A groom checks for medical conditions and notifies the trainer; helps bathe and groom the horses, sees that they take meds, etc. (must work varied hours, weekends, and holidays, too. And must provide consistent and excellent care).
Hot Walker:
Walks the horse around after a race or exercise to cool down. 

Exercise Rider: Has to understand and implement the trainer’s instructions for each horse; train a horse in the proper way to run and respond to a jockey’s instructions and teach a horse how to behave when warming up, how to walk into the starting gate, when and how to switch leads, and get the horses they ride used to the conditions they may face during a race. An exercise rider has to be able to gauge a horse’s fitness and relay this information to the trainer as well as be able to spot potential health issues.
Blacksmith – Farrier:
Makes and fits horseshoes, as well as inspecting, trimming and fitting the horse’s hooves for balance. Needs to understand the horse’s anatomy, behavior, metal working tools, common hoof infections, shoeing technology and be strong and confident around horses.
[image: image1.wmf]Veterinarian:  The Vet and staff work to oversee the health of the horse.
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