Low Incidence Meeting Summary
March 27, 2009
The Low Incidence Committee held its first meeting on March 27, 2009.  In attendance: Toni Wall, Debbie Gilmer, Anne Smith, David Noble Stockford, Kathy Powers, Lynn Schardel, Jay Bartner, Barbara Keefe, Amy Sneirson, Joyce Brannaman, Sharon Kelly, Pam Dawson, Frank Sherburne, Bonnie Violette, Cindy Husson-Brown, Jean Small, Jeff Jones, George Smith, John McMahon, Buzz Kastuck, Glinda Foster-Hill, Shihfen Tu, John Dunleavy, Tracy Luiselli, Susan Kelley. 

The Outcomes for the day included: 

Warm-up: Getting to know everyone in the room and who they represent;

What: An understanding of the context for the committee’s work;

So What:  An opportunity to review, discuss, and refine the Matrix 

Now, What: Next steps 

Overall Focus of the Committee is to look at sensory low incidence population:
1) We have data on this population however it is neither consistent nor comparable across agencies or programs

2)  At this time it is difficult for staff to inform legislators about why the numbers  are so disparate among agencies and programs

The participants first heard from David Stockford, Kathy Powers, John McMahon, and George Smith regarding what prompted this committee formation and some the overall intended outcomes for this committee.  

The group reviewed the Matrix and provided ideas and suggestions to expand the categories and improve the design of inclusion of information.  
The committee reached consensus on two recommendations:

1. To include Maine youth from birth through their 21st Birthday.

2. To expand the population being considered to include both youth who qualify under 504 and special education populations.
The committee also agreed to invite members from MaineCare within DHHS and Children’s Behavioral Health Services.  Others groups were recommended but due to the multiple hats individuals wear those were already covered by those in attendance.  

The full transcript from the meeting is posted on the Low Incidence Committee website.  All handouts and other materials are posted on the site as well.  Members in attendance will be sending the links to their organizations to be posted on this site to help inform others of their work and their organizations.  
Next Meeting Date: April 24, 2009
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