Low Incidence Meeting Summary
April 24, 2009
The Low Incidence Committee held its second meeting on March 27, 2009.  In attendance:
Debbie Gilmer, Craig Mason, Shihfen Tu, Ed Sims, Nancy Cronin, Bonnie Violette, Frank Sherburne, Jean

Small, Tracy Luiselli, Murray Shulman, George Smith, Kathy Powers, Buzz Kastuck, David Noble Stockford, Joyce Brannaman, John Shattuck, Amy Sneirson, John Dunleavy, Pam Dawson, Cindy Husson Brown, Diane Smith, Ann Smith, Glinda Foster Hill

The Outcomes for the day included: 
· Investigating definitions by Functionality, and Eligibility, criteria.
· Continuing to design a matrix of services for Maine’s children with low incidence sensory disabilities.
· Having a better understanding of our work together and defining Next Steps.
· Identifying other resources or contacts.
Overall Focus of the Committee is to look at sensory low incidence population.
1. We have data on this population, however, it is neither consistent nor comparable across agencies or programs. 

2. At this time, it is difficult for staff to inform legislators about why the numbers are so disparate among agencies and programs. 

The participants first heard from David Stockford, Kathy Powers, John McMahon, and George Smith regarding what prompted this Committee formation and some of the overall intended outcomes for this Committee.  Then other members contributed to both the accomplishments of the first meeting and the two recommendations the Committee agreed upon during the first meeting.  There was one wording change to recommendation 1: “youth” was changed to “individuals.” (See below). 
The Committee reached consensus on two recommendations:
1. To include Maine individuals from birth through their 21st birthday. (21 votes)

2. To expand the population being considered to include both youth who qualify under 504, and special education populations (IEP). (20 votes)
A variety of approaches were discussed to understand the most effective and meaningful ways to capture the number of students who are served through single and/or multiple agencies.  A rich discussion ensued about the challenges of using categories as the main way to identify students and the inability of categorization to capture the complexity of individuals with multiple issues.  Additionally, Committee members discussed how students’ disabilities are currently classified and why this poses such a challenge to identifying the most accurate manner to capture individuals, disabilities, and the services they receive.  Once the conversation had come full circle, members of the Committee offered to form a subgroup to work through some of the challenges at hand and offered to report back their findings to the full Committee.  Craig Mason, who helped develop a system that has the capacity of linking data statistically and with a method called double encryption, will work with Tracey Luiselli, Shihfen Tu, Jean Small, and George Smith. To find detailed information regarding this meeting, visit our website at www.mainesupportnetwork.org and click on Sensory Low Incidence Workgroup.
Items for Next Meeting Agenda:

· Showcasing 2 or 3 exemplars with double encryption.
· Investigating Pam Dawson’s idea for number collection.
· Continuing to design a matrix of services for Maine’s children with low incidence sensory disabilities.
· Defining Next Steps.
· Identifying other resources or contacts.
· Next Steps
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