Braille Resources in Maine (6-3-09)
1. Seeing Hands Enterprises provides Braille teaching and Braille production. The state, DVBI, VR counselors, or the general public can access the services. There is no eligibility requirement.  A private person will pay a fee for service. Turnaround time for Braille production is usually 2 or 3 days.

Contact: Roger Cusson, 
Seeing Hands Enterprises 

(207) 353-5007

rrc@ime.net
2. Catholic Charities Education Services for Blind and Visually Impaired Children-Instructional Materials Center (ESBVIC-IMC) serves blind and visually impaired children birth to 21 (or completion of high school) who are on the ESBVIC caseload.    The IMC accesses textbooks for Braille and large print learners at APH (American Printing House for the Blind) via federal quota funds based on an annual count of Maine children who are registered as legally blind.  The IMC  also has a small collection of Braille and large print textbooks, story books,  and specialized teaching materials used by TVIs.  The IMC Coordinator researches availability of  Braille and large print books requested by schools who have students on the ESBVIC caseload.  The IMC a limited amount of volunteer  Braille production by NLS ( National Library Services) certified Braille transcribers. APH and IMC books used by students are returned to the IMC for re-circulation to other students. 

Turn-around time from IMC depends on where the books are coming from. APH deliveries vary from a couple of weeks to several months, depending on the order date and if the book has to be “made up” per special order. If the book is available in the  IMC collection it is sent out as soon as the IMC director can get it to the post office (hours to a few days).  
Contact: Instructional Materials Center (IMC) 

136 State Street Augusta, ME 04330, 

207-620-3220

Jean Small, Program Director ESBVIC, 

207-299-1933

jeansmall@ccmaine.org     

3. Marj Awalt gets requests once in a great while for personalized greeting cards & Braille music. She will do individual pieces of Braille for organizations, choirs, Performing Arts organizations and any person who is uses Braille. 

Contact: Hughie or Marge Awalt 

(207) 622-7601

Marjie8@gmail.com

4. Maine State Library (Books by Mail)– Collaborates with Perkins School for large print, talking books Braille books, magazines, music scores and Twin Vision books. These services are for Maine residents with a visual or physical disability. There is an application process and you must have a qualifying disability.  Requests are typically filled the next day, if books are available.

Contact: Maine State Library
1-800-762-7106

Perkins School for the Blind

(617) 972-7240

5. Local Schools – There are students who transcribe music using software embossers for other students in need of Braille.

Contact: ???
6. USM and UMF provide Audio, Digital and Brailled corse materials. This service is for in-house instructional materials for blind and visually impaired students as needed.

Contact: Joyce Branaman-USM
(207) 780-4706

branaman@usm.maine.edu
Clair Nelson 

Disabled Student Services-UMF

(207) 778-7295

claire@maine.edu
7. Division for the Blind and Visually Impaired (DBVI) has Braille production capability in four offices which are Portland Lewiston Augusta and Bangor.  Braille production includes electronic transcription, tactile graphics and  maps. Staff and clients of DBVI can request meeting materials, handouts, and materials they need for their work together.  In addition, individuals attending meeting sponsored by DBVI can also request production of Brailed materials.   Turnaround time depends on the size and complexity of the document. Be sure a call at lest a week before the event date.

Contact: (207)623-7948 
8. Iris Portland
Iris provides Braille materials for consumers at Iris if needed.

Contact: Ruth Moltek

(207) 774-6273

Braille sheet music, piano: Joyce will get name.

Cathy Bunker Independent Contractor

Braille Resources – Outside of Maine – 6/3/09
1. National Library Service provides Web Braille free to NLS users.

2. Perkins Regional Library provides residents with Twin Vision Books.

3. Infty.com Math in electronic format No production Internet (Corda could not find on web)

4. Bookshare.org
Provides books in digital text books for kids and adults who meet the eligibility requirements or have an IEP. Adults and kids on 504 plans pay $50.00/year. They have digital Libraries for Brailing for U.S. citizens.
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